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Based on Job 19:23-27a; Luke 20:27-38 

 

After a long, winding journey, Jesus finally made it to Jerusalem at the end of 

chapter 19.  He promptly went to the Temple and started making trouble, first by driving 

out those who were treating it like a marketplace, when it should have been used as a 

house of prayer.  Luke points out that every day, Jesus was teaching in the Temple, and 

that the chief priests, scribes, and the so-called ‘leaders of the people’ were looking for a 

way to kill him.  How one thing leads to another is worth pondering whether you are a 

religious person or not.  But it turns out that the people themselves were loyal to Jesus 

and spellbound by what he was saying.  So, he kept teaching. 

And those who were trying to trap Jesus into some kind of treason kept asking 

him leading questions.  The first was on the question of authority (20:1-8).  The second 

was about whether one should pay taxes to Caesar (20:20-26), and now we have the third 

and final question, from the Sadducees, and it’s a doozy. 

The Sadducees were an intellectual group of aristocrats, wealthy, educated, and 

theologically conservative.  For them, Scripture meant the five Books of Moses only.  No 

psalms, no prophets.  And Luke tells us up front that they say there is no resurrection.  

But, before we get into that can of worms, we have to look at what’s going on with Job. 

First of all, there are translation issues with today’s passage.  One scholar calls it 

‘hopelessly corrupt’ while another, contemporary scholar said it was ‘perfectly in order.’  

Of course, it all depends on where you start in terms of original manuscripts.  As it is, the 

version we heard today is twisted up a little bit like a pretzel.  So, here is another version: 

I know that my vindicator lives 

and will at last arise upon the earth. 

But (that will be) after my flesh has 

been stripped away (like) this. 

But I would see God while still in my flesh. 

I want to see him for myself; 

and my eyes behold (him) and no other. 

Oh! My desire is overwhelming! 
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Much better.  Now, we all know that Job was blameless and upright from the first 

verse – and God agrees, which is what sets up all the subsequent events in the book.  Job 

himself is also convinced of his innocence and he insists that he is being treated unfairly.  

All he wants – all he demands – is a fair hearing, and he will go so far as to bring a 

lawsuit against God simply to hear God’s testimony in a court room. 

Job knows that his vindicator – usually thought of in Hebrew Scripture as a 

defender or avenger who protects the rights of the poor or oppressed – will come to 

represent his case before God. 

Job wants vindication in this life.  He knows that the facts of the case will support 

him.  He is also impatient – he wants vindication now, not when he’s dead.  He doesn’t 

want to hear about it in a eulogy.  He’s saying, ‘Vindicate me now or don’t bother.’  He 

can’t clear his name after he’s dead and he’s not thinking of anything much beyond that. 

Which brings us back to Luke. 

The Sadducees’ question of resurrection was an ancient and important one.  The 

custom of a man marrying his brother’s widow goes back to Genesis (38:8).  The idea 

was to protect the widow, who might otherwise be left with nothing, and to perpetuate the 

family line.  In that sense, it has merit. 

But the Sadducees stretch it to its logical, almost absurd, limits.  If a woman had 

seven husbands, whose wife will she be in the resurrection?  Remember that the 

Sadducees say there is no resurrection, so, their question is really designed to trap Jesus 

into saying something he’ll regret later on. 

Up to this point, there had been no known examples of a resurrection, though 

belief in it was widespread in the first century Near East.  Since the Sadducees already 

had their answer, asking the question was intended merely to bait Jesus. 

But in his answer, Jesus separates the human stuff from the God stuff.  First, he 

points out that there is a difference between this age and the age to come.  Heaven and 

earth are not the same, thank God.  Then he says that even though we die, God gives life 

to the dead, and that God is a god of the living.  For Jesus, there is no intermediate state 

of being between death and resurrection.  We are always alive with God. 

Now, you would think that would be the end of it, but when people find out I’m 

ordained clergy, first they hide their wine glasses and clean up their language, but then 
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they want to know if they’re going to be saved or if they’re going to Hell forever.  These 

are serious questions and they deserve a serious response.  So, yes, I say, you’re going to 

be saved, and no, you’re not going to Hell, but if you do, I’ll see you there. 

We’ve always had some sort of notion about an afterlife, or at least questions 

about it – we want to know what it will be like – and some of our most sacred rituals 

reflect this.  In marriage, we promise to love and to hold, in sickness and in health, til 

death do us part.  Death might separate us one from another, but it cannot break a bond 

made by God. 

Jesus knew this, and in his answer to the Sadducees, he let them know that those 

who die cannot die anymore, because they are like angels; they are children of God, and 

they are children of the resurrection.  In denying the resurrection, the Sadducees, and 

those who think like them, are left to worship a God of the dead. 

Death does not release us from being with God.  God’s love and mercy for us is 

eternal even if we ourselves are not.  We will always be alive in God.  So, whatever 

awaits us on the other side of this life, we still have work to do now, to help the poor, the 

needy, the hungry, the cold and homeless.  The Letter to the Hebrews, which is a 

Christian writing, calls us to “exhort one another every day, as long as it is called 

‘today’” (3:13a). 

This is why this church, which is all of us, supports the local food pantry, we 

support those who struggle to recover from alcohol and opioid addiction, we help provide 

for children we might never meet, for their education, health care, clothes and books.  

And we try to move the ball forward on understanding the world around us and our role 

in it.  Whatever happens later, we are called to be the church now. 

Amen. 


