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Just to be clear, last week’s sermon stunk.  It was terrible.  If you missed it, or if you slept 

through it, consider yourself lucky!  But, even so, we did come away with the notion that God is 

always willing to give us a second chance.  And, so, here we are. 

Let’s talk first about the Golden Calf Incident.  It all started because Moses had been 

gone too long.  He was up at the top of the mountain receiving the Torah from God.  The people 

were down in the valley, waiting – forty days and forty nights!  The simultaneous goings-on at 

the top of the mountain and at the bottom of the valley form the heart of the story. 

Up top, Moses was receiving a set of instructions carved in stone by God, instructions 

which would enable the people to live together in peace.  Meanwhile, down below, the people, 

not knowing if they would ever see Moses again, demanded that Aaron ‘Make gods for us.’ 

Now, remember that the Israelites are still developing as a people, which is one reason 

why God is giving them instruction in the first place.  But some remnants of the old polytheistic 

religions persist among them.  So, Aaron took up all their gold and fashioned a calf, and they 

said, ‘These are your gods, O Israel, who brought you up from Egypt!’ 

Now, the LORD heard this, and reacted as only God can.  First, it was the LORD who 

brought the people up from Egypt, not some shiny idol!  And, secondly, by making a shiny idol, 

the people broke the first two commandments!  No wonder God’s wrath burned hot against them. 

So, God threatened disaster; Moses interceded; God relented, and the people got a second 

chance, one of many.  Now, hold that thought and fast-forward about a thousand years or so. 

Earlier, I asked everyone to consider where you might be sitting if you were there to hear 

Jesus speak.  He had just finished talking to a large crowd about the cost of discipleship and, 

though Luke doesn’t say as much, we get the feeling that, after hearing that, the crowd dwindled 

away, leaving just the tax collectors and sinners, the Pharisees and scribes.  In response to their 

grumbling, Jesus tells a series of parables. 
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These first two have an economic angle to them that Luke may have used as a teaching 

aid: sheep were valuable, and everyone understood the value of a silver coin.  When you lose 

these things, it’s a big deal, which makes them perfect examples for Jesus to use. 

It’s such a big deal that the shepherd takes a high-risk gamble for the sake of one sheep.  

We can imagine that if one of the other 99 strays away, the shepherd will look for that one too.  

In the same way, we know the woman is going to tear her house apart looking for that one coin.  

Not only does it represent one-tenth of her savings, it needs to be found, just like the sheep.  A 

sheep on its own will hide in a thicket and keep quiet; an inanimate coin can’t ask for help either; 

someone must go looking for them.  They must be found; they can’t wander back on their own.  

And to be found, someone must want to seek them out and find them. 

In our translation, ‘This fellow Jesus welcomes sinners.’  In the literal Greek, he seeks out 

sinners.  Earlier in Luke, Jesus said, ‘Seek and ye shall find’ (11:9).  Today he said, there is joy 

in the presence of the angels of God over one sinner who repents; over one sheep or one coin 

that was found. 

Presuming that none of us imagines ourselves sitting with the grumbly Pharisees and 

scribes, this is the moment when we realize that we are not the searchers; we are the lost object. 

My friend, colleague, and mentor, the Rev. Prof. Bruce MacLeod posted a simple 

question on Facebook the other day, and it ignited a small brushfire.  He wrote, “So, he told them 

this parable: Which one of you, having 100 dollars and losing one of them, does not leave the 

$99 on the park bench and go after the one that is lost until he finds it?” 

By replacing the sheep with money, MacLeod recast the parable in rich-and-poor terms, 

and that triggered responses that had nothing to do with repentance or second chances.  One 

pastor, a native of India, said that, in those terms, yes, the shepherd would go after the ‘1%.’  

MacLeod asked him, “Are you suggesting that you think the Shepherd leaves the masses to go 

looking for the ‘1%’?”  And the pastor said that ‘that is what happens in India: pastors are more 

concerned to serve the rich and affluent’ than the poor. 

And I kept thinking, the parable has nothing to do with rich or poor; it has to do with 

being found.  The responses to MacLeod’s version miss the point of the original parable 

completely, even though Jesus cast his parables in economic terms too.  The shepherd is for the 

100%; he’s for all the sheep.  Anyone can get lost; we need to know the shepherd will come 

looking for us, not our money. 
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Now, what if the lost object happens to be not us but our faith.  Does lost faith mean we 

have lost our conviction that we’ll be found?  That we are not really sure that anyone is out there 

looking for us? 

And why would God seek us out in the first place?  Simply because God loves us 

unconditionally, even in those times when we behave like the stiff-necked people we are. 

It’s a two-way street.  God seeks us out and, like the sheep and the coin, we need to be 

found.  If we are actually looking for God in our lives, it’s because we are willing to be found.  

It’s Amazing Grace all over again: ‘I once was lost but now am found.’ 

And when the lost sheep returns to the fold and the coin returns to the purse, what 

happens?  The community is restored.  This is the whole point of Jesus’ earthly ministry. 

We know what the Lord requires of us: ‘to do justice, and to love kindness, and to walk 

humbly with our God’ (Micah 6:8).  We know that ‘God is merciful and gracious, slow to anger, 

abounding in steadfast love’ (Exodus 34:6-7).  We know that Jesus welcomed the tax collectors 

and sinners, that he sought them out exactly because they were in need of God’s grace, and 

because they knew it too. 

May our doors always be open to welcome those who would draw near to Jesus; may we 

be the church of second chances; and may the heavens rejoice when all are included, and none 

are lost. 

Amen. 


