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Today’s readings both talk about the future, yet they are completely different 

views of the future.  In Isaiah, God’s ambition of creating a new heaven and a new earth 

sounds imminent, right around the corner, but then we realize that the new creation will 

occur in a time when the wolf and lamb shall feed together,  

a hint that that time is not yet; that God is talking about a sanctified life on the holy 

mountain sometime in a far-off, idealized future of peace and wholeness. 

Jesus, meanwhile, is talking about some ugly events that he warns are going to 

happen real soon in the disciples’ lives.  He says when you hear of wars and 

insurrections, or wars and rumors of wars, according to Mark’s Gospel, do not be 

terrified, which couldn’t have been easy to hear.  In one sense, yes, these things will have 

to happen but, he says, it’s not the end, although it might be for some. 

In Isaiah, God promises rejoicing and optimism in the time after the Exile when 

Jerusalem was being rebuilt.  But Jesus is talking about new destruction. 

Herod started the Second Temple rebuild project in 19 BCE and completed the 

main building in 18 months.  The work on the outer courts and decorations was only 

completed between 62 and 64.  So what Jesus was looking at was a work in progress and 

it must have been impressive.  Then the Romans destroyed it in 70, for good, this time. 

Luke was writing in about 90, so he already knew the Temple had been destroyed 

– he might have even witnessed it – making it probable that he tells us this story in order 

to show that Jesus was right, and that Jesus wasn’t one of those false prophets in verse 8.  

Between this and the persecutions they had already experienced, how could this be a 

hopeful time for anyone in Luke’s audience? 

Did God care about the ‘beautiful stones’ that adorned the Temple?  Would it 

matter to God if it were destroyed yet again?  Jesus doesn’t seem to be too upset by the 

idea.  Which raises the question: What is this Gospel reading all about? 
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‘Nation will rise up against nation, and kingdom against kingdom.’  This 

prophecy might be coming true again.  According to social media and nightly news 

reports, half the country is angry with the other half, and the two halves have forgotten 

how to talk to each other.  Elsewhere, nations in the Middle East, Central America, and in 

Africa are caught up in wars and inner conflicts that look to have no end. 

All sorts of metaphorical temples are also being destroyed in our midst every day.  

We are brought up to think that our bodies are a temple, yet people die from alcohol and 

drug addictions at a frightful rate.  Cities are leveled by rockets as well as by fire and 

floods.  The whole world seems to be unstable. 

We like to say that the church is not the building, but the destruction of the 

Temple in Luke’s time had to be traumatic.  In this church year, we have heard about the 

rise and successive falls of the Assyrian and Babylonian empires, and about the Persian 

and Roman empires that followed.  Every empire in history has collapsed at some point, 

and only the words of the prophets endure. 

So, what is it that we don’t get?  Why does civilization keep going down the rat 

hole of self-destruction, knowing what we know about what God wants of us? 

Maybe we don’t know or refuse to know.  Not everyone lives by the covenant.  Or 

maybe we have to hit bottom before we can learn the lesson deep down inside.  Maybe 

this is something every generation needs to learn on its own.  Even Jesus said, ‘these 

things must take place first.’  We can’t skip ahead or go around them. 

The hope in Luke’s gospel is that if we stand firm in our faith, if we endure, we 

will gain our souls, keep our identities and our very lives.  We may be hated because we 

follow Jesus.  We may be betrayed and persecuted; maybe not in this country, but across 

the world, Christians are set upon, exiled, and sometimes killed simply because they are 

Christians, just as Jews, Muslims, Hindus, and other people of faith are sometimes 

attacked simply for being who they are.  There’s a lot of hate in the world these days. 

But in Isaiah, we find God Himself saying, ‘Look, forget what happened before; 

let’s start over,’ proving again that God doesn’t hold a grudge for very long. 

For Isaiah, God’s new heavens and a new earth are ‘the fervent affirmation of the 

goodness of life and land,’ according to a theologian named Ulrich Mauser.  It is not 

enough, he wrote, ‘that the good things of mirth and children, security and fertility, are 



 3 

restored. They are even wonderfully enhanced.’1  Isaiah was preaching to a nation being 

reborn after exile, a sort of national resurrection after a spiritual death. 

Isaiah tells us that there is nothing that God can’t accomplish.  And in this new 

creation, our relationship with God will be front and center; it will be immediate – God 

will be with us before we even call.  There will be no need to lament, ‘How long, Lord?’ 

as they did during the Exile, not anymore. 

In Luke, Jesus tells us to endure, to persevere, that he will give us the word and a 

wisdom that cannot be contradicted.  In the verses following today’s reading, Jesus offers 

more dire warnings.  He talks about ‘days of vengeance’ and ‘the signs in the sun, the 

moon, and the stars’ (21:22; 21:25) – all while teaching in the Temple. 

Then he says, when you see all these things taking place, your redemption is near.  

He tells one more parable and that’s it for his teaching ministry in Jerusalem, for then the 

Passover was near.  Hang in there, he taught, because bad days are ahead. 

That’s what Scripture tells us.  What do we think will happen in our collective 

future?  Are we seeing signs of the end now?  War, betrayal, false gospels, people falling 

away from Jesus after his crucifixion because they are impatient and cannot wait for his 

return?  Jesus says to persevere in this interim time, and to keep the faith. 

The Temple may have come to an end, but we are not at the end.  War and peace 

will come to an end in their turn, over and over.  We may experience fear and insecurity 

in the days ahead but even that is not the end.  People will pretend to be prophets and 

misuse Jesus’ name and words, but the world won’t end with lies. 

There’s an old joke from Soviet Russia that says, just when you think things can’t 

get any worse, they will.  But just when things look their worst, when all these things that 

must happen first happen, then we can speak God’s truth in response.  Jesus will give us 

the words as a gift, and we will speak them.  The word we will be given is the Word that 

created all things in Genesis and in John and which continues to create just as God 

promised.  We’re on the cusp of something new; wait for it and work for it. 

Amen. 

 
1 Mauser, Ulrich W. 1982. “Isaiah 65:17-25.” Interpretation 36 (2): 181–86.  


