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Doubt, faith, and certainty can each vary in meaning depending on their context.  

From a Biblical perspective, doubting God is never good, but doubting human motives 

can be good or bad, depending on the situation and the direction in which it leads.  Only 

faith results from complete reliance on God. 

Both readings today touch upon the reality of faltering faith in a turbulent time: in 

John, for the disciples in the wake of Jesus’ death; and in First Peter as the people try to 

get along as a faith community in a hostile, uncaring world. 

By now, we know how the Jesus story goes, but the disciples in today’s Gospel 

reading seem to have no idea about what just happened.  They are locked away in a room 

somewhere in Jerusalem, hiding from a world they feared was out to kill them, in the 

evening of what we now call Easter Sunday. 

At the moment we meet them, the disciples’ most overriding emotion might have 

been grief.  Just three days ago, they had witnessed the gruesome murder of their leader, 

now revealed as the Son of God.  They’re on their own now, so naturally they did what 

we might do – they went home and locked the door.  Then they learned that despite even 

a locked door, Jesus will find a way in. 

And when Jesus did come and stand among them, he offered them peace, a 

reassurance that all was well, despite recent events.  Jesus didn’t blame the disciples for 

what happened; he didn’t single out Peter, who had denied him; nor Judas, his betrayer; 

nor did he have anything snarky to say to those who just couldn’t stay awake as he 

prayed in the Garden.  Jesus refuses to exact revenge.  He simply offers peace. 

John knew that future hearers of the story would want actual, physical proof in 

order to really, truly believe, but he also knew that that would be impossible.  John 

anticipated a time when the disciples would be gone and there would be no one left who 

knew and followed Jesus; no one who had witnessed his ministry, death, and resurrection.   
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So, we get this conversation between Jesus and Thomas, who seems to be a 

skeptic.  He’s not dogmatic since he wants to know the truth, which may be why John 

included this scene at the end of his narrative. 

Thomas’ problem is that he preferred proof to the testimony of his fellow 

disciples; the witness of the church wasn’t enough.  Notice that he didn’t actually touch 

Jesus; seeing was believing.  The other disciples were also skeptical, until they too saw 

Jesus among them, and that became their witness: ‘We have seen the Lord.’  But even 

then, Jesus understood and granted shalom to them all. 

The disciples saw Jesus and then rejoiced only after he showed them his hands 

and his side, proving that he was with them in both the flesh and the spirit.  It might have 

been fear or maybe grief that prevented them from seeing him clearly the first time, so 

Jesus reassured them again, and then breathed the Holy Spirit into them: Word and Spirit 

are one. 

Jesus knows the disciples are afraid, so he brings them peace.  He knows they 

need his continued presence and power, so he gives them the Holy Spirit.  He knows 

they’ve lost their sense of purpose, so he commissions them to a ministry of witness and 

reconciliation.  He makes sure he appears to every disciple, excluding none.  And he 

forgives them their sins. 

By directly addressing the reader in the last two verses, John reveals his concern 

that the first generation of Christians is getting older and is beginning to fade away, but 

he also removes the distance of the centuries and puts us in the room with Jesus and the 

disciples when he says these things are written so that we may come to believe too, 

despite never having seen Jesus for ourselves.  What we are called to believe is that Jesus 

is the Messiah, the Son of God, and that, through him, we may have life in his name. 

This is the end of John’s Gospel as he wrote it, and it includes Jesus’ final lesson 

in verse 23 – “If you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven them; if you retain the sins 

of any, they are retained” –  and his last beatitude in verse 29 – “Blessed are those who 

have not seen and yet have come to believe.”  The work is never done and there is always 

something new to learn. 

The 20th-century theologian Paul Tillich once said that the opposite of faith is not 

doubt, but certainty.  It may be that coming to faith is not an individual struggle or 
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achievement.  Maybe faith is something we come to together, to trust in our experience of 

God and to share it, to give each other strength and to minimize our weaknesses. 

Faith gives us plenty of room for questions.  Around here, we like to say that 

theology is ‘faith seeking understanding.’  More than that, faith seeks understanding 

restlessly.  Christians, says St. Augustine, want to understand what we believe, what we 

can hope for, and what we ought to love. 

Peter, an eyewitness and a flawed but redeemed disciple, wrote a wonderful letter, 

a portion of which we heard earlier.  In it, he said that we are protected by the power of 

God; that we have been given ‘a new birth into a living hope.’  He wrote that in our 

salvation, we should rejoice ‘even if now for a little while you have had to suffer various 

trials.’  He hit that nail on the head. 

Our biggest trial these days is in coping with Covid-19 and its effects; with the 

separation and isolation that avoiding it required; with the threat and reality of sudden 

illness or unemployment for many people; for lockdowns; and for fear of the unknown. 

Having faith means putting one’s trust and reliance in something, in our case, in 

Jesus as Son of God.  It means trusting in his ministry, in his teachings, and in his 

example.  He taught us how to live a spiritual, religious, moral life; he taught us how to 

pray; he showed us a new way to be human.  ‘Follow me,’ he said, ‘Do what I do.’  And 

then he showed us what that meant. 

So, why, then, does it sometimes feel as if we’re running in place?  Why does it 

often look as if things are getting worse, not better?  No wonder we lock our doors. 

Absent the virus, why does it seem as if many people live without hope?  Or do 

we simply fail to see Jesus among us? 

We admit that we are living in a time between Jesus’ resurrection and his return, 

which will be who knows when.  We know we are called to live faithfully regardless of 

the world around us.  But how do we move on from a moment such as this? 

Notice that the signs of Jesus’ suffering persist.  When he shows us the marks on 

his hands, it’s a reminder for us that our scars also persist, reminding us that what 

happens to us in life makes us who we are, and that despite our misfortunes and troubles, 

we can still carry on.  The body keeps the score, if you will. 
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On the night Thomas rejoined the disciples, the doors were shut but no longer 

locked, but that was never the problem.  Jesus was always with the disciples, in their grief 

and in their rejoicing, just as he is always with us. 

We are meant to be a community at peace.  Even in these days of social isolation, 

we worship together as a congregation, as a church in fellowship centered on, and invited 

by, God the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit.  In this community, we can speak our 

mind, or tell bad jokes.  Here, we can rest and be restored. 

Today’s story isn’t really about Thomas.  It’s about accepting the testimony of 

others, to hear their stories and experiences of God, to share ours in return, and, in that 

way, to grow and to thrive. 

Like Thomas and the disciples, we tend to want living proof.  In return, Jesus 

wants a living, optimistic faith, and it begins with the love, compassion, and peace that 

Jesus gave the disciples on that first Easter Sunday. 

The truth is, we don’t know how the story turns out, but it’s up to us to write the 

next chapter, when we can, and we’ll write it together, of that we can be certain. 

Amen. 


