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With some of our lectionary readings, there is a big buildup that leads inevitably 

to a logical conclusion, but it is in the story where we learn so much. 

In the time before Saul, when the people demanded to have a king, God asked, 

‘Why?  If you live according to the covenant, all will be well.’  And the people said, 

‘Well, everyone else has a king, and we want to be like the other peoples.’  God 

explained how this was a bad idea, but the people insisted.  God anointed Saul, and it 

didn’t go well.  Now God has rejected Saul and regretted even choosing him in the first 

place. 

Now, today’s first reading picks up the story where God has sent Samuel to 

Bethlehem to find and anoint a new king.  Notice how much emphasis the writer has 

placed on appearance.  Notice also that David is not even named until the final verse, but 

that he had ‘beautiful eyes,’ eyes that were often blind to his own failings as a man, yet 

never blind in his devotion to God. 

Regarding Jesse’s oldest son, Eliab, when the Lord said to Samuel, ‘Do not look 

on his appearance or on the height of his stature,’ this could have served as a reminder 

that God had done exactly that when choosing Saul as the first king.  Earlier, in chapter 

nine, we read that ‘there was not a man among the people of Israel more handsome than 

[Saul]; he stood head and shoulders above everyone else’ (1 Samuel 9:2b).  Now, having 

rejected Saul for his failings as a king, God apparently has decided that suitability, not 

appearance or even seniority, should be the decisive factor when choosing a king. 

In the Gospel passage, there is a special emphasis on blindness of all kinds.  

Sometimes, we focus on the miracle of Jesus giving the man his sight.  Who knows 

whether rubbing mud – or clay, as it is in the Greek – really might do what it did when 

Jesus did it here?  But if John’s story really began in the beginning, with Jesus at work 

with God in the Creation, then this miracle begins to make sense. 
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If God’s creative work is still ongoing, if creation is only complete through 

Christ, then Jesus rubbing wet clay on the man’s eyes completes this one bit of 

incomplete creation.  Remember that we are all from the dust of the ground – adamah – 

and to dust we will return.  The man wasn’t born blind because he or his parents were 

sinful, but because the creation is incomplete and imperfect, up to now. 

Doing what the Rev. Liz Goodman calls the ‘creative work of completion’1 also 

lets us know that there is no rest until the work is complete.  And as long as Christ is in 

the world, he will bring light to the blind. 

Speaking of the blind, when John refers to ‘the Jews’ here, he means these 

specific Pharisees, not all Jews in general.  Christians haven’t always heard John in the 

way he intended to be heard, with sometimes unfortunate results.  John wants us to know 

that these religious authorities seem blind to the work Jesus is doing in their community, 

and he’s doing it on the Sabbath! 

Rules are rules, and here, they spend a lot of time interrogating the man and his 

parents until finally they decide to drive him out, and they do this when the man says, 

‘We know that God does not listen to sinners,’ a reference to Psalm 66:18.  He has 

included himself in with the Pharisees, and they wouldn’t have it.  ‘You were born 

entirely in sins,’ they replied, and drove him out. 

So, again, he’s out, standing alone.  And what happened when Jesus heard about 

that?  He went to find the man, as a good shepherd would go to seek out a lost sheep.  

Now we know that part of Jesus’ ministry was to reconcile people to God and to build up 

the faith community as a group.  But here we also learn that we can stand alone with 

Jesus.  That’s what makes us a church.  Goodman says the church is ‘a herd of strays 

claimed by Christ,’2 yet also capable of standing alone. 

At the very end, the Pharisees begin to get the idea that maybe the problem lies 

with them, but they refuse to admit their spiritual blindness, and they remain sinners. 

Confucius once said, ‘May you live in interesting times.’  Unfortunately, he 

meant it as a curse.  In these challenging days, many things are piling up to stress us out: 

Tom Brady leaving town; the presidential election; the virus; and all the social distancing 

and hoarding and information overload that goes with it.  We are indeed living in an 

interesting time. 
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But we can learn this lesson from Samuel: God has it under control.  When you’re 

about to make a weighty decision, don’t look at the size of the bank account or the hair 

style or the height as compared to others – do what God did and look on the inside.  ‘The 

LORD does not see as mortals see; […] the LORD looks on the heart’ (1 Samuel 16:7b). 

Some will remember Tom Brady as the 199th pick in the sixth round by the New 

England Patriots.  A skinny little kid back then, he is now mostly remembered for being 

the greatest sixth round pick of all time.  We never say ‘never,’ and we never judge a 

book by its cover. 

So how do we explain all this?  First, we can try to imagine being born into one 

experience of the world that will never change, one that is radically different from 

everyone else’s, like the blind man in John’s story.  But then the world does change, 

because of one man.  Meeting Jesus was a turning point for the man blind from birth. 

And though he couldn’t explain it, it happened, yet everyone doubted, even his 

parents.  Tom Brady knew the Patriots had made a great pick at #199, but he might have 

been the only one.  Until he got onto the field and showed it.  We could tell the difference 

immediately, like the blind man, who said, ‘All I know is, I was blind, and now I see!’ 

Once we saw the world like this; now we see it like that.  Once I believed this; 

now I believe this.  Our eyes are opened, and this is what we see now. 

All we really know is that Jesus healed the man; how or why we cannot know.  

But we confess it in faith: ‘Lord, I believe.’  The light of the world is in our midst. 

Amen. 
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