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In the early 1930s, Dashiell Hammett wrote a short novel called The Thin Man.  It 

was made into a movie starring William Powell as Nick Charles, the former detective and 

hero of the story, and Myrna Loy as his wife Nora.  Cinematically speaking, Powell and 

Loy made a terrific couple. 

In the story, an old friend of Nick’s has disappeared, and everyone assumes that 

Nick is in town to find him.  In fact, Nick and Nora are just in town to celebrate 

Christmas in the last days of Prohibition.  Gradually, Nick gets involved in the case and 

starts poking around, gathering clues and slowly putting together a scenario.  He 

discovers that his friend has been murdered, but he can’t prove who did it, so he and Nora 

put together a lavish dinner and invite all of the lowlife suspects.  Police detectives dress 

as waiters to ease everyone’s suspicions. 

While dinner is being served, Nick launches into his theory of how the murderer 

got away with it.  It sounded a little harebrained to Nora, so at one point, she leaned over 

to Nick and said, “Are you sure about all this?”  Nick said, “No, but it’s the only way it 

makes sense.” 

This, I think, reflects a possible conversation between the writer of our reading 

from Genesis and whoever read it first. 

From an ancient, non-technological, non-scientific perspective, this is a poet’s 

version of how it all had to come about, told from God’s point of view.  We know the 

poet is Jewish because ‘there was evening and there was morning.’  According to Jewish 

tradition, each new day begins at sundown. 

Many elements in this story carry over into both the Jesus story and our own lives.  

According to this story, for example, we are supposed to be vegetarians.  Notice also, that 

there is no Garden of Eden and no Tree of Knowledge of Good and Evil; they appear in 

chapter two, the other version of Creation told from a human’s point of view. 
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Also, the ‘lights in the firmament of the heaven’ that divide the day from the night 

are for signs first, and for seasons and for days and years second.  Think of the wise men 

from the east who followed Jesus’ star ‘at its rising’ (Matthew 2:2). 

And, men and women were made at the same time, in the image of God.  Again, 

to the ancient poet, this is the only way it makes sense.  God made heaven and earth for 

humans and for every beast, every bird, and for every creeping thing that has the breath 

of life.  Humans are made to manage all of this, this ongoing act of Creation. 

But it’s not a tame Creation, and the Bible writers knew it.  The wilderness is 

usually shown in contrast to the places where people live.  And these days, turkeys roam 

our streets, deer bound across the roads that cut through their forest, and on and under our 

front lawn, chipmunks are preparing for the winter.  Already.  Again. 

All of this is a prelude to where we are in Matthew’s Gospel today.  Listen to the 

first verse with some added information: 

‘Now the eleven disciples went to Galilee (because that’s where Jesus said he 

would meet them), to the mountain (a traditional place for a holy encounter) to which 

Jesus had directed them.  When they saw him, they worshiped him; but some doubted 

(and some always will).’ 

So, Jesus is going to meet the disciples pretty much in the middle of nowhere in 

the same way that Moses first encountered God at the burning bush. 

In writing his good news account of Jesus, Matthew’s problem was getting his 

congregation to get out into the world and tell the story. 

Now, imagine Jesus on an unnamed mountain in Galilee, which was just a 

provincial backwater, really, telling eleven disciples – some of whom were doubtful and 

maybe wondering why they were even there – that ‘All authority in heaven and on earth 

has been given to me.’  That might have been a little hard to swallow. 

Then, when Jesus gives them a job to do, it really gets tough.  Because when 

Jesus says, ‘make disciples of all nations,’ baptize them, and teach them, they understand 

that this goes back to God promising Abraham that all the tribes would one day be one 

big family under God.  But it’s an impossible task.  They will need God’s help. 

Fortunately, there was no concept of nations as we understand it now; Jesus was 

mostly referring to foreigners or those others unlike them: basically, he meant Gentiles. 
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Jesus said to teach them – all those foreigners – to obey ‘everything that I have 

commanded you.’  And the only commandments he ever gave were these: to love the 

Lord our God with all our heart, mind, strength, and soul, and to love our neighbors as we 

love ourselves.  Simple. 

But, from the sixth day of Creation on, throughout all the ages in our various 

cultures and societies, we seem to have gone off the rails.  Despite having the Bible and 

Jesus as guides, how did we get it so wrong, so often?  We know what to do, we just 

seem adamant about actually doing it. 

It's only June but it might be safe to say that this year has been one for the books.  

The covid-19 pandemic and the protests going on in our cities right now prove once again 

that people are people, prone to doing what they want to do despite the risks. 

It’s how we respond that matters.  If you wear a facemask in public, you’re 

showing love for your neighbor.  If you participate in a peaceful protest against injustice, 

you are exercising your rights and showing love for your neighbor.  If you want to make 

disciples, you do it best by leading by example, not by burning down the house. 

The prophet Amos said we should seek good and not evil (5:14).  Following up, 

Micah said: ‘He has told you, O mortal, what is good; and what does the Lord require of 

you but to do justice, and to love kindness, and to walk humbly with your God’ (6:8).  

We’ve heard it before. 

 Doing justice is tricky.  It’s not simply advocating for justice or protesting 

against injustice.  It’s about actively living into our covenant with God, every day.  If you 

want to do justice, it’s not enough to love your neighbor; you have to rescue him from the 

ditch where his robbers left him; bind up his wounds; and get him to a safe place.  God 

requires us to do what is good all the time. 

In the original Greek, Jesus actually said, ‘Behold, I am with you always, to the 

end of the age.’  ‘Look,’ he said, ‘I will always be here with you.’ 

So, trying to bring the good news to the world might be too much if standing in 

line just to get into the grocery store is starting to bug you.  Behold; you are not alone. 

God’s grace is for all of Creation.  And Jesus is God with us, always, from 

beginning to end. 

Amen. 


